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1. The Fifth Session of the Third Parliament of Bhutan concludes today with 

the grace of His Majesty the King. 

2. On behalf of the Members of Parliament, it is my great honour to welcome 

His Majesty the King with immense gratitude for gracing the Concluding 

Ceremony of the Fifth Session. 

3. I would also like to welcome Her Majesty the Queen and the Members of 

the Royal Family (incase Her Majesty the Queen attends the ceremony) . 

Similarly, I would like to welcome government senior officials and foreign 

dignitaries to the Concluding Ceremony. 

4. His Majesty the King has tirelessly travelled across the country, making 

great sacrifices for the safety and security of our country, and for the peace 

and harmony of our people. His Majesty has travelled far and wide across 

the nation and to risky areas from Merak to Jomotshangkha in the east and 

then to Phuntsholing and Samtse in the west. Throughout the journeys, it 

has been through heavy monsoon rain and hard marshes, in the mist of 

mosquitoes and leeches, carrying basic necessities and meals unto his back 

without designated place and time for meals and sacrificing rest and 

spending sleepless nights in the forests. His Majesty traveled extensively 

looking after the concerns and difficulties of the people and monitoring the 

Covid-19 situation in the country. Parliament would like to offer our 

deepest gratitude to His Majesty the King for the care and deep concern. 



Such extraordinary leadership shown by His Majesty the King has been 

portrayed as an exemplary quality, a true selfless leadership to the other 

leaders of the world. 

5. Considering the close and reverent bond between the countries and leaders 

of the two nations, the people and the Government of India has gifted 

Bhutan with the Buddha Statue as a sacred relic of the country. Parliament 

has noted the goodwill gesture with admirations and would like to express 

our sincere gratitude to the Government of India. 

6. The Parliament would like to share deep sympathy to the family members 

of the 10 victims involved in the recent landslides at Ri-Druzhi, Laya 

Gewog, under Gasa Dzongkhag. During the incident, His Majesty granted 

kidu to the affected families. Likewise, upon the government’s directives, 

the Rabdey, Dratshang and Dzongkhag Administration of Gasa Dzongkhag 

have provided necessary support and aid during the incident. Therefore, the 

Parliament would like to offer deep gratitude to His Majesty, and thank the 

Dzongkhag Administration and Rabdey for their support. 

The Parliament also would like to thank the Zhung Dratshang for 

conducting numerous prayers across Rabdeys in all 20 Dzongkhags for the 

lives of the departed souls during the calamities. 

7. I would also like to take the opportunity to share some of the fruitful 

outcomes of this month long session: 

Foremost, in addition to the normal Legislative and parliamentary 

functions, Question Hour Sessions, Motions, and Implementation of 

Resolutions, and few recommendations of the Anti-Corruption Commission 

Report 2019 have been forwarded to the Executive Body for necessary 

actions. 



Secondly, the House deliberated the following bills: 

A. Royal Bhutan Police (Amendment) Bill 2021. 

B. Biodiversity Bill of Bhutan 2021 and forwarded to the National 

Assembly’s relevant committee for review. 

C. Third Reading of the Anti-Corruption (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 

2019, and forwarded to the National Council of Bhutan. 

D. Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill 2021. 

E. Two Customs (Amendment) Bills of Bhutan 2021 were adopted and 

kept ready for the submission for the Royal Assent. 

F. Supplementary Budget of Nu. 2783.703 million for the FY 2020-21. 

A total of Nu.80483.150 million comprising recurrent expenditure of 

Nu. 35,598.664 million and capital expenditure of Nu. 44,774.486 

million have been adopted and submitted for the Royal Assent. 

G. Tobacco Control (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021 which was 

submitted as an urgent bill has been deliberated and passed along 

with the Tax Bill of Bhutan between the Two Houses and therefore 

submitted for the Royal Assent. 

8.      Following conventions were ratified: 

A. Preferential Trade Agreement between the Royal Government of 

Bhutan (RGoB) and Government of the People’s Republic of 

Bangladesh; 

B. United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) has been 

ratified and forwarded to the National Council of Bhutan. 



9.      The Joint Sitting of the Parliament deliberated the following: 

A. Five Performance Audit Reports of the Royal Audit Authority 

have been deliberated and reviewed by the Committee, and 

therefore submitted the recommendations to the Government for 

necessary actions. 

B. Deliberated on the Disputed Clauses between the two Houses on 

the Mines and Minerals Bill of Bhutan 2020, and deferred the 

Bill considering the need for more time and further public 

consultations. 

C. Disputed Clauses between the two Houses on the Lhengye 

Zhungtshog Bill of Bhutan 2020, and kept ready for the 

submission to the Royal Assent. 

10.  In conclusion, under the wise leadership and guidance of His Majesty the 

King and the Members of the Royal Family, prayers from His Holiness the 

Je Khenpo and monastic bodies, collective merits of the Bhutanese people, 

and support from the Members of the Parliament, the Parliament would like 

to offer prayers for the long life of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo, Members 

of the Royal Family, His Holiness the Je Khenpo and the religious masters 

under the sacred summit of the Golden Throne. 

  

Thank You. 

 


