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Background
The 4th South Asian Speakers’ Summit on Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
was jointly organized by the Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the People’s Majlis, Maldives.
This is the fourth event in a series of Speakers’ Summits for the region on SDGs, the previous
three having been hosted by Bangladesh in 2016, India in 2017 and the Parliament of Sri Lanka
in 2018. This high-level Summit has built on the conclusions of the previous summits and has
allowed Speakers of Parliament to continue to develop dialogue and parliamentary cooperation
on achieving the SDGs. Given their legislative, oversight, representative and budgetary
functions, parliaments play a key role in ensuring a sustainable future for current and future
generations.
The participants grasp opportunity to build on the declarations adopted during the previous
summits and pursue discussions on key challenges and opportunities with respect to SDG
implementation.
The Summit is actually intended for Speakers of the Parliaments of Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Maldives. However, the Speakers from
Nepal and Myanmar were not present for two days Summit held in Maldives. The Summit was
also attended by Secretary General of IPU Mr. Martin Chungong. H.E Mr. Wangchuk Namgyel,
Speaker of the National Assembly represented the Parliament of Bhutan along with Secretary
General of the National Assembly and a Delegation Secretary.
Day 1: Monday, 1st September 2019
Hon’ble Speaker of the People’s Majlis, H.E Mohamed Nasheed opened the 4th South Asian
Speakers’ Summit and welcomed the Speakers’ of the Member States present. In his inaugural
speech he said our people have always wanted a decent life- a good life; a roof over their head;
astable job and a decent wage; Education for their children; a good school; They want to be
treated when ill, Just ordinary things; running water; a sewerage system and do not want to bored
out of their minds- in their villages, in their islands, they want a good life.
They want to be happy and not be beaten up
or ill-treated. They want fairness and justice;
they want to be governed by people they
choose, and they want to be governed well.
Sustainable development goals aim to
achieve, the betterment of the human. The
rationale for the Inter Parliamentary Union,
member states’ Speakers’ to meet in summit
to achieve these goals indicates one very
fundamental truth. The Inter Parliamentary
Union is a unique organization made up of national parliaments from around the world. They
protect and build global democracy through political dialogue and concrete action.
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After opening remarks by Speaker of the People’s Majlis, all the other Speakers present
delivered progress reports on implementation of previous three Declarations on SDGs and
different issues from their countries. H.E. Tshogpon Wangchuk Namgyel in his brief report
talked about Bhutan’s initiative
towards implementation of
Sustainable Development Goals
in the Parliament as well as by
the governement. H.E. shared
that Parliament of Bhutan
reserved one whole day for the
deliberation on SDGs in every
session
of
the
National
Assembly
and
recently
constituted joint Parliamentary
Committee on SDGs and
regarding National initiative,
Bhutan has been able to align relevant targets of the SDGs with the national plans. In fact, in the
current 12th Five Year Plan, Bhutan has succeeded in directly aligning and integrating all, except
one of the seventeen SDGs.
On the sidelines of the Summit, H.E. Wangchuk Namgyel called on to Hon. Mohamed
Nasheed, Speaker of the People’s Majlis, Maldives and conveyed His Majesty’s Warm Wishes
to the Parliament and people of Maldives. Hon. Muhammad Qasim Khan Suri, Deputy Speaker
of National Assembly of Pakistan also called on to H.E Mr. Wangchuk Namgyel.

Call on with Hon. President Mohamed Nasheed, Speaker of the
People’s Majlis, Maldives

Call on with Hon. Muhammad Qasim Khan Suri, Deputy
Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan

Later in the afternoon, Session I was a panel discussion on SDG 8: Promoting equality at work
including equal remuneration and creating jobs for young people. The session focused on the
importance of promulgating laws that favour full and productive employment and decent work
for all women and men, including young people and persons with disabilities and equal pay for
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work of equal value. The session was chaired by Hon. President Mohamed Nasheed, Speaker of
the People’s Majlis and the Panelists were:
1. Ms. Aisha Shujune Muhammad, former Civil Court Judge, Member of Bar Council of
Maldives Executive Committee.
2. Ms. Aishath Rizna, Assistant Resident Representative, United Nations Development
Programme, Maldives.
3. Ms. Aya Matsuura, Gender Specialist on the technical support team for South Asia, the
International Labour Organization, India.
The Second session was on achieving SDGs 2 and 3: Nutrition and food security as drivers of
Maternal, child and adolescent health in the South Asia region. The session provided an
overview of nutrition challenges and
considered the linkages between
nutrition and health. Session was chaired
by Hon. Eva Abdulla, MP, Deputy
Speaker of the People’s Majlis and the
Panelist was Dr. Purnima Menon, Senior
Research Fellow, Poverty, Health and
Nutrition Division, International Food
Policy Research Institute, South Asia
Office, India.
In the evening, the delegation joined all the other delegates to an official dinner hosted by Hon.
President Mohamed Nasheed, Speaker of the People’s Majlis, Maldives. The President of
Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih graced the occasion.
Day 2: Tuesday, 2nd September, 2019
In the morning, Third session on catalyzing the global agenda on climate change- overcoming
challenges and utilizing opportunities to strengthen the regional agenda for delivering on the
Paris Agreement was conducted. The session deliberated on the interlinkages between climate
change, air pollution and health and discussed on how Parliaments can strengthen regional
response to help combat climate change and prevent existing risk, both of which particularly
affect vulnerable groups, communities and ecosystem.
The session was moderated by Hon. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, Speaker of the Parliament of
Bangladesh and with following Panelists:
1. Hon. Ahmed Saleem, MP, Chair of Environmental and Climate Change Committee,
People’s Majlis, Maldives.
2. Mr. Arnico Kumar Panday, Regional Programme Manager, Atmosphere, International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, Nepal.
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3. Mr. Charles Chauvel, Leader, Inclusive Political processes team, UNDP HQ
After the panel discussion, all Speaker participated in the roundtable meeting for Speakers of
Parliament (closed session). The roundtable session provided opportunities to further exchange
on the issues that have been addressed during the summit and share possible comments on the
Malé Declaration before its adoption. With this, the 4th South Asia Speakers Summit was
concluded by adoption of Malé Declaration consisting eleven resolutions. (Malé Declaration
attached)
H.E. Tshogpon Wangchuk Namgyel called on Hon. Om Birla, Speaker of Lok Sabha, India and
conveyed His Majesty’s warm wishes to the Parliament and people of the of India. Hon.
Speaker also proposed a a minute of silence tin honour
of late former External Affairs Minister, Shri Sushma
Swaraj and Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley.
Moreover, Hon. Speaker congratulated Hon. Om Birla
for having elected as the 17th Speaker of Lok Sabha and
the BJP for winning the Second term office. He also
thanked Parliament of India for supporting in the
capacity building for Parliamentary staff of Bhutan and
requested for further support in capacity building and
exchange progrmme for both Parliamentarians and staff.
Hon. Om Birla, Speaker of Lok Sabha expressed his
gratitude and appreciation to His Majesty the King and
people of Bhutan for their warm welcome and gracious
hospitality provided during H.E. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India’s visit to Bhutan.
Regarding capacity building and exchange programme, Hon. Speaker committed to provide
support in capacity building either by sending their experts to Bhutan or training in India.
Later in the Afternoon, the entire delegations from seven countries visited Rusdhoo Island as part
of the field visit. Threat from rising sea level and landslide were shown to the delegates.
Lessons learnt:
1. Summit is an important forum to share and learn on how parliaments in the region are
taking forward the SDGs along with their governments.
2. Participation to the Summit is found crucial to uphold sovereignty and provide solidarity
among regional Speakers
3. Speaker’s Progress Report on the summit declaration should be specific on the SDG
activities undertaken by parliament and or Governement
4. Similarly, it will be important to have a written national status report on any SDGs that
are planned for discussion in the summit
5. Pre-departure briefing from MFA to the delegation is found useful
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Conclusion
The People’s Majlis has made excellent arrangements and VIP treatment was extended to H.E
the Speaker. Proficient protocol and security services were also provided.
The summit was successful as all the subjects covered and discussed in the meeting were all very
enriching.
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South Asian Speakers’ Summit on
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
Malé, Maldives, 1 and 2 September 2019

Malé Declaration
We, Speakers of Parliament from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, assembled in Malé, Maldives, on 1 and 2 September 2019, for the fourth South Asian Speakers’
Summit on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) organized jointly by the People’s
Majlis of the Maldives and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).
The Summit built on the conclusions of our previous summits held in Bangladesh (2016), India (2017)
and Sri Lanka (2018) and allowed us to continue to develop dialogue and parliamentary cooperation on
achieving the SDGs. We welcomed the active engagement of all participants as they shared their good
practices and lessons learned; and we benefited from the rich contribution of parliamentarians,
government representatives, United Nations experts, the IPU, research institutes and civil society.
We debated three issues of particular importance as our countries implement the SDGs: (1) Promoting
equality at work, including equal remuneration and creating jobs for young people; (2) Nutrition and food
security as drivers of maternal, child and adolescent health in the South Asian region; and
(3) Catalyzing the global agenda on climate change – overcoming challenges and using opportunities to
strengthen the regional agenda for delivering on the Paris Agreement.
We identified the following actionable and goal-oriented recommendations to advance parliamentary
engagement with the SDGs in our respective countries:
1. We acknowledge that the SDGs provide a blueprint for a more sustainable future where no one is
left behind. We commend the progress our countries have made and applaud what they have
completed so far in realizing the SDGs. We expect the momentum and good work to continue to
make SDGs a reality by 2030. According to available United Nations data, the region is not on track
to achieve most goals of the 2030 Agenda. We are therefore committed to strengthening the
work of parliaments on SDG implementation and ensuring that they fully exercise all their
functions in this regard.
2. Parliaments play a crucial role in supporting implementation of the SDGs through their legislative,
oversight and budgetary functions. The SDGs are a unique opportunity to demonstrate our
commitment to improving people’s lives and the health of the planet. Parliaments enact legislation
that supports implementation of their country’s national sustainable development strategy.
Parliaments apply an SDG lens to their key parliamentary functions and define frameworks
to periodically monitor government action. Parliamentary hearings, question times and
plenary reports should be used more effectively to oversee action and bring the SDGs to the
attention of the public and the media, thereby encouraging accountability at all levels.
3. We acknowledge that parliaments should analyse their capacity to deliver on the SDGs at the
earliest opportunity to make sure that their strategy is adequate, comprehensive and effective. Such
an assessment would allow our parliaments to design appropriate strategies and
mechanisms for better engagement with the implementation of the SDGs.
4. Combating inequalities and unequal remuneration should be a priority. Parliaments have a key role
in addressing the social and economic norms and factors that keep women out of the workforce. We
acknowledge that there have been some advances, especially on gender parity in education. We
commit to promoting within our parliaments action to ensure equality at work and equal pay
so that our countries can continue to grow with the contribution of its women and men. We

also commit to addressing the root causes of women’s underrepresentation, in particular by
strengthening gender equality in our laws and programmes, and by taking initiatives to
enhance women participation in politics and in leadership positions. In particular, we commit
to considering quota and other incentives to boost the political empowerment of women
including through access to parliament.
5. Young people also face great challenges in accessing the labour market and decent work.
Considering that young people represent a considerable portion of our society, parliaments should
promulgate laws that place job creation and decent work at the centre of national policy agendas.
Laws and programmes to help young people find jobs, or to find training for future jobs, are also
crucial. We must invest in our young men and women by providing them with the opportunity
to access the labour market as well as funds and loans to help them bring their innovative
ideas to life.
6. We acknowledge that malnutrition in all its forms is a major challenge for the South Asian region.
Taken together, maternal and child undernutrition and child and adult overweight and
non-communicable diseases affect a range of SDG goals and targets, including maternal and child
mortality, educational attainment and economic growth. We will ensure that this issue is placed
high on the agenda of our parliaments and that relevant policies and legislative measures
are taken.
7. We recognize that malnutrition has many antecedents, including the status of girls and women in
our societies, poverty and food security, sanitation and public awareness about the importance of
healthy diets, and other nutrition practices such as physical activity. Tackling malnutrition effectively
will require appropriate policies and legislation to address the many antecedents of malnutrition in
our countries and across the region. We emphasize that efforts towards gender equality and
women’s and girl’s empowerment offer great potential to accelerate progress on nutrition and
health. Parliaments should work to improve access to healthy foods and improve their availability
and cost. Parliaments should also highlight, through various means, the need for legislation
to restrict marketing of unhealthy foods, to improve nutrition labelling and to tax unhealthy
foods and drinks. This would be a way to address maternal and child undernutrition as well as the
high burden of non-communicable diseases our region faces. We commit to using our
parliamentary functions to scale up nutrition within health systems and to improving the
flow of information to consumers about nutrition. We will also do our best to track progress
on the implementation of SDG 2 (zero hunger) and 3 (good health and well-being).
8. Climate change affects our ability to achieve the SDGs, and countries in South Asia are among the
most vulnerable in the world to the impacts of climate change. In particular, our region experiences
severe flooding and landslides as a consequence of sea-level rise and extreme rainfall. We also see
extended periods of drought affecting rural areas and a disproportionate increase in food insecurity
among the poorest and most vulnerable. In South Asia, smog is also a major issue. We therefore
reaffirm the need expressed at our previous summit in Colombo for an urgent reduction of global
greenhouse gas emissions. We acknowledge that parliaments play a vital role in overseeing the
effective national implementation of the Paris Agreement by ensuring that each country delivers on
their nationally determined contributions. Furthermore, parliaments must use their budgetary
and legislative powers to create an enabling environment, including through mechanisms for
disaster risk and climate financing. In this direction the Summit calls upon the developed
nations to abide by the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities (CBDRC). As a first step the Summit expects them to honour their
commitment to mobilize without any further delay USD 100 billion annually. The Summit also
expects liberal contributions from the developed countries to the Green Climate Fund which
has till now only been able to muster a contribution of USD 10.3 billion.
9. We further acknowledge that many climate and disaster risks stretch across borders. We don't want
to see the remaining tropical forests destroyed, and so we are committed to using technology to
improve farming yields, to improving air quality and to preventing land degradation. We
therefore call for greater and urgent cooperation among the South Asian countries to
strengthen the regional response to the challenges of climate change and to progress
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towards a more sustainable and climate-resilient society that leaves no one behind and thus
addresses the needs of the most vulnerable populations, including poor communities in
rural, coastal and flood-prone areas, drought-prone areas, char and haor areas. We need to
ensure that Low Carbon Development Strategies are included in manifestos. The manifestos
must ensure coral friendly national infrastructure development plans, safeguarding reefs as
well as people, while building national prosperity and securing our long-term survival.
10. To inspire action on the SDGs, we will use all possible channels to bring the Malé Declaration
to the attention of our colleagues and other relevant stakeholders. We pledge to continue
our cooperation, strengthen our commitment and share our experiences at the fifth South
Asian Speakers’ Summit on Achieving the SDGs. We thus revive the South Asia Speakers
Forum on the SDGs to be chaired yearly by the host Speaker of our Summit, who will work
with the IPU in monitoring the recommendations of the Summit.
11. The Summit hopes that the IPU will continue to promote parliamentary engagement with the SDGs
and continue to work with the United Nations and other relevant partners towards their successful
implementation.
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